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conceptions, for, m the new warfare, once fire was set to
a single point, the whole caught fiie The advance guaid
being attacked, the whole army was bound to come up

In ^ny case, conforming himself to his plan, he sent
ten battalions, on March 31st, in the direction of Novi,
Pozzolo, Fornngero, and fiom there to the Bochetta
(April 2nd)

He also sent eleven battalions under d'Argenteau
towards Sasello, the lattei scatteied them out in very
extensive cantonments and pushed up advance guards
to Giovi and Upper Montenotte

From the 2nd to the 9th he did not move, he com-
pleted his prepaiations for canying out his plan, con-
certed with the English in oidei to piepare an embuscade
for the Laharpe division and to captuie that division
by means of a tuple attack

Finally on the 5th or 6th, he fixed his own dispositions,
and gave out his oideis

In the centre was a body under d'Argenteau, composed
of four Piedmontese battalions and twelve Austrian
battalions, the last elements of which weie to assemble
at Acqui, and march via Montenotte on Savona, in order
to cut, at that point, the Cornice road.

To the left, a body of ten battalions, after assembling
at Novi, were to proceed to Voltri^ which it was to attack.
The English squadron was to do its best to co-operate
in this action by gunfire or by landing. The Sardinian
army was no longei under an Austrian general, but
the relations with General Colli, who commanded the
Austnans, were good Relations were less strained, but
more rare, than in the past. Both generals ought to
have come to an understanding before going into action,
but since the end of March (at winch date Colh had
sent out offensive reconnaissances Against Seruner) the
contact between the two commanders-in-chief had been
lost. An appointment had been made for meeting on
April 14th, but by that date events would have gone
' far. The Sardinian army ignoied what was happening;
it still occupied Ceva and covered the Tanaro. It had
only received from Beauheu a request to send four
battalions to Dego under the orders of d'Aigenteau.

What, m the meantime, did Bonaparte do now that
his offensive had thus been forestalled ?